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NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION * 


No. 872 


Washington, D. C. 


February 28, 1942 


INVITATION GROUPS GOVERNMENT NEEDS 


Grapefruit and Juice Sought for Army, Navy, 
Marines, Veterans, CCC, and Treasury 


Bids on 850,000 dozen No. 2 cans of grapefruit sections 
and 680,000 dozen No. 10 cans of grapefruit juice, to be 
opened by the Jersey City Quartermaster March 3, represent 
the first time that the needs of several government agencies 
have been combined in one invitation. So far as is known 
now, the above quantities cover government requirements 
from the 1941-42 grapefruit and grapefruit juice pack of 
the following agencies: Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Veteran's 
Administration, CCC camps, and Treasury Procurement. 


The invitation permitted bids in the following alternative 
container sizes: grapefruit sections—5’s and 46-ounce cans; 
grapefruit juice—2'’s and 46-ounce cans. Bids were re- 
quested on both domestic and export cases. 


In another invitation, for which bids will be opened 
March 11, but which is for Army needs alone, the Jersey 
City Quartermaster has asked for 1,656 No. 10 cans of snap 
beans, 1,500 No. 10 cans of carrots, 39,936 144%4-ounce cans of 
evaporated milk, 1,020 No. 10 cans of sauerkraut, 3,330 No. 
10 cans of tomatoes and smaller quantities of canned 
apples, apple butter, applesauce, blackberries, blueberries, 
cherries, corn, flaked codfish and haddock, grapefruit, 
loganberries, peaches, pineapple, prunes, tomato juice, and 
mixed vegetables. 


EMERGENCY REPAIR RATING EXPLAINED 


Its Application Should Not Be Abused; Further 
Interpretations of Order P-115 


The War Production Board has given canners authority 
to use its highest preference rating (A-l-a) to obtain 
emergency repairs. A rating of A-l-a is granted only for 
the most important situations. Canners should realize this 
fact at all times and not abuse this privilege. 


Various interpretations may be made of the purposes for 
which this A-l-a rating may be used, but the administrators 
of Order P-115 construe these explanations to mean that 
a canner should apply the A-l-a rating to obtain prompt 
delivery of repair parts in case of breakdowns during the 
operating season. It is very important that canners be 
allowed to use this high rating to obtain emergency repair 
parts, but if the privilege of using the rating is abused it 
is likely that it may be taken away from the industry and 
the great benefits of this privilege be lost. 


It is suggested in cases where there is some question 
regarding the use of this rating that telegraphic inquiry be 
addressed to the War Production Board, Reference P-115, 
before the A-l-a rating is used. 


Reproduction of Form PD-285 


Form PD-285 to be used by canners under Order P-115 
may be reproduced as indicated in the upper right hand 
corner of the official form. Canners’ attention should be 
directed to the fact that in reproducing this form and, for 
that matter, other forms, the reproduction should be iden- 
tical with the official form. For example, it has been noted 
that the PD-285 form has been reproduced cross-wise of 
the page instead of length-wise. In such cases the repro- 

(Continued on page 6877) 


FURTHER INTERPRETATIONS OF TIN ORDER 


Delivery of Cans for Ham, Coffee and Beer Is 
Permitted Until May 31 


Additional interpretations of Tin Conservation Order M-81, 
affecting the use of tinplate for food cans have been made 
by the War Production Board. Some of such interpretations 
are given in the following paragraphs. 

In the case of products restricted under M-81 the quotas 
of tinplate for each product must be used for that product 
only, that is, interchanging of quotas will not be allowed. 

A canner’s quota of tinplate for each product will be 
determined by the amount of tinplate used by him for that 
product, subject to the restrictions placed in the order. 
These calculations are to be made without regard to the 
canner’s source of supply of his tinplate. 


The administrators of Order M-81 are now developing 
amendments or interpretations to take care of cans of sizes 
which are not permitted in the order but which cans may be 
made up and in either canners’ or manufacturers’ hands. 
They are also working on the problem of providing quotas 
for those canners who for various reasons did not pack the 

(Continued on page 6878) 


How to Mark Tin or Machinery Inquiries 


Replies to inquiries about the tin order and the 
machinery order will be expedited if the telegram or 
letter of inquiry is marked with the respective order 
number. The War Production Board has suggested 
that any canner making an inquiry about the tin order 
be sure to place on the outside of the envelope or at 
the head of the telegram: “Reference Order M-81” and 
that letters or wires of inquiry about the machinery 
order be similarly labeled “Reference Order P-115”. 
Some of such inquiries have been going to the wrong 
office, and replies accordingly have been delayed. 
Marking them, as suggested, with the respective order 
number, will assure prompt replies. 
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Only Congress Can Make Group Deferments 


Congress is the only agency that has authority to make 
group or class deferments, it is emphasized in a recent state- 
ment by Brig. Gen. Lewis B. Hershey, Director of Selective 
Service. Gen. Hershey urged that the following three basic 
facts must be kept in mind in interpreting the operation of 
selective service: 


1. No group or class exemption, or deferment, can be made 
in addition to those exemptions specifically stated in the 
Selective Service Act. 


2. A deferment because of occupation can be granted only 
to an individual by his own local board and all deferments 
are provisional, subject to withdrawal, and given only to serve 
the national interest—not the registrant's interest. 


3. Three things must be proven by an individual seeking 
deferment by his local board: (a) That the particular busi- 
ness, industry, or profession in which he is engaged is neces- 
sary in the war production program or for national health, 
safety or interest; (b) that the work he, personally, is doing 
is essential to its functioning, and (c) that there is no supply 
from which a replacement can be secured. 


FSCC Asks Offers of Canned Flaked Fish 


The Federal Surplus Commodities Corporation of the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture announced February 21 
that it would receive offers for the sale of canned flaked 
fish. Offers may be submitted each week until June 30 
for any quantity of fish in 15- or 16-ounce cans. Three 
sample cans of each product offered must accompany the 
offer. Acceptances will be announced each Wednesday. 


During the past week the Department bought 675,250 
cases of evaporated milk and 7,247,000 pounds of canned 
pork products. No other canned products were purchased. 

Prices paid by the Department for evaporated milk on 
February 14 and 19 dropped 10 cents on the case from 
previous prices. The range in price now is $3.30 to $3.45 
a case. Likewise, the February 19 prices paid for canned 
pork products showed a trend toward lower prices. Pork 
luncheon meat brought a low price of $.3650 per pound 
in 12-ounce cans and $.3325 per pound in six-pound cans. 
Offers of chopped ham in 24%-pound cans were accepted at 
$.3693 per pound and in 6-pound cans at $.3671. Pork 
tongues in 12-ounce cans were bought for $.3960 per pound. 
Other prices paid for canned pork products fell within 
previously announced price ranges. 


Pennsylvania Establishes Canning Coordinator 


A coordinator has been established for the Pennsylvania 
canning industry, under sponsorship of the Pennsylvania 
Canners Association, Secretary William A. Free has ‘an- 
nounced. Activities of the office will be directed by Wirt S. 
Winebrenner, past Pennsylvania Association president, who 
has severed his active connection with the D. E. Winebrenner 
Company to assume the duties of State coordinator. 

First activities of the new office will be: 

1. Enlistment and enrollment of potential labor supply for 
canning crops in the State. 

2. Assistance to canners in obtaining necessary supplies 
and machinery. 


3. Coordination of Pennsylvania canners with Government 
procurement agencies buying canned foods for the war effort 
and with the several other Federal and State agencies en- 
gaged in various phases of war activities. 

Headquarters of the new office have been set up in Rooms 
204-206 of the Richard McAllister Hotel, Hanover, Pa. 


Stocks and Shipments of Green and Wax Beans 


Stocks of both canned green and wax beans were smaller 
on February 1, 1942, than on February 1, 1941, according to 
the Association's Division of Statistics, which reports green 
bean stocks at more than a million cases under those of the 
same date last year. Shipments of both green and wax beans 
during the months July 1, 1941, to February 1, 1942, were 
larger than during the corresponding months a year ago, green 
bean shipments being nearly three and a half million cases 
larger. Although shipments of green beans during January, 
1942, were slightly larger than during January, 1941, ship- 
ments of wax beans were somewhat smaller. 


Stocks and shipments by regions, on specific dates, are 
shown in the following table: 


Shipments Shipments 
‘ebruary 1 during January July 1 to Feb, 1 
1942 1941 1942 «1040-41 «1041-42 
Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 
167,866 43,132 72,408 552,188 003,130 
205,280 181,711 122,550 1,516,920 2,002,471 
174,537 131,822 52,811 988,873 1,334,738 
600,158 283,021 451,584 1,858,609 2,531,181 
247,122 135,674 1,053,641 2,680,971 


2,530,360 1,493,972 835,036 5,970,321 9,452,491 


341,809 


112,437 104,004 1,025,753 1,401,160 


Time of Sugar Delivery is Suggested 


A. E. Bowman, Chief of the Sugar Section of the War Pro- 
duction Board, has asked canners not to accept delivery of 
their sugar supply more than 45 days before they begin can- 
ning their 1942 pack. 


“The sugar is needed in certain areas for household con- 
sumers and should not be tied up in canners’ warehouses or 
plants unnecessarily long,” Mr. Bowman said. “It will give 
a canner ample time to arrange for his canning operations 
if he receives the sugar he needs within 45 days of the time 
he starts canning.” 


Canned Juices Now Part of Navy Rations 


The Navy ration now includes canned fruit and vegetable 
juices. The addition of fruit and vegetable juices to the 
ration, which is fixed by law, came about on February 21 
when the President gave his approval to the Andrews 
Peterson bill (S. 1521). 


i 
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Stocks and Shipments of Canned Tomato Juice 


Stocks of canned tomato juice on February 1, 1942, were 
about 154 million cases larger than stocks on February 1, 
1941, and shipments during the period August 1, 1941, to 
February 1, 1942, were over 4%4 million cases more than dur- 
ing the corresponding period a year ago, according to 
figures compiled by the Association's Division of Statistics. 


The stocks on February 1, 1942, totalled 8,250,263 actual 
cases, compared with 6,609,981 cases on February 1, 1941. 
Shipments during the period August 1, 1941, to February 1, 
1942, amounted to 11,360,904 cases, as compared with 
6,991,476 cases during the corresponding months the year 
before. 


The following table shows by cun sizes the stocks of canned 
tomato juice in canners’ hands on February 1, 1942: 


Can name 


No, 211 Cylinder 
No. 300 (including all 300 cans from 407 to 412) 


Walling Nominated Wage-Hour Administrator 


L. Metcalfe Walling, administrator of the Public Contracts 
Division of the U. S. Department of Labor, has been recom- 
mended by the President for the post of administrator of 
the Wage and Hour Division. The appointment was sent 
to the Senate for confirmation on February 26. Whether 
Mr. Walling will continue as administrator of the Public 
Contracts Division after his confirmation or whether the two 
divisions will be consolidated remains to be decided. The 
Public Contracts Division administers the Walsh-Healey Act. 


Suspension of Labor Measures Proposed 


Suspension of the maxirfum hour limitations and overtime 
pay requirements of the Fair Labor Standards Act and the 
Walsh-Healey Public Contracts Act for the duration of the 
emergency has been proposed by Representative Howard 
Smith of Virginia in an amendment to the Second War 
Powers bill submitted this week. Discussion of the amend- 
ment prolonged debate of the measure which was scheduled 
for final House action on February 26. 


Mr. Smith's amendment, if passed, also would suspend 
all other Federal statutes that limit working hours. The 
important provisions of the Second War Powers measure 
were summarized in the Letter of February 7. The bill 
has been passed by the Senate. 


WAR DEVELOPMENTS AFFECTING CANNERS 


Price Controls and Other Regulations Imposed on 
Products Used in Food Packing 


During the week a number of government regulations were 
issued by various agencies, affecting products that are used 


in canning operations. The following paragraphs briefly high- 
light some of these actions: 


Aluminum production will reach 2,500,000 pounds, includ- 
ing Canadian imports, if a program announced by the War 
Production Board on February 26 is realized. This is more 
than four times the output for 1941 and will be achieved 
through a vast expansion of the nation’s productive facilities. 

Coal dealers, including all retailers and wholesalers phys- 
ically handling bituminous, anthracite and lignite, have been 
requested to maintain prices at levels prevailing during the 
period December 15 to 31, 1941. Increases will be per- 
mitted, however, to cover additional costs of ocean freight, 
war risk and marine insurance actually incurred for coal 
transported via tidewater to Atlantic Coast ports. 

Fertilizer prices were frozen by Tempor Maximum 
Price Regulation No. 1, through which the Office of Price 
Administration forbade the retail sale of mixed fertilizer, 
superphosphate, and potash on and after February 27 at 
prices above those at which any seller of fertilizer at retail 
did business during the five-day period from February 16-20, 
inclusive. This temporary regulation has a life of 60 days 
from its effective date, but on or before its expiration will be 
supplanted by a permanent regulation, it was announced. 

New passenger automobiles, now in the hands of dealers 
and manufacturers, will be rationed to essential users over 
the next 12 months commencing March 1, OPA announces. 
On and after that date applications for the purchase of new 
cars will be received ocal rationing boards from persons 
on the eligible list. The State and county rationing quotas 
and reserves for March, April and May were announced on 
February 24. They permit the release of some 145,000 
new 1942 passenger cars over the three-month’ period, e- 
gating 43 per cent of the 340,000 total planned for release 
to essential users throughout 1942. 


Tin cans for home or institutional can pu are 
not barred by Tin Conservation Order M-81. The War 
Production Board has announced that the order classifies 
“canners” as those packing for resale and is inapplicable to 
home canners. 

Tire and tube rationing quotas announced for March ex- 
ceed those of February. For List A eligible passenger cars, 
light trucks, and motorcycles the March quotas provide a 
total of 104,701 new tires and 87,635 new tubes against 
February quotas of 80,784 and 67,616, respectively. The 
List A quota for trucks, buses, farm equipment and other 
heavy vehicles total 256,385 new tires an .149 new tubes, 
compared with 156,029 and 267,562 the previous month, 


There will be no rationing of retreaded tires for passenger 
cars in March, however, since WPB has not authorized the 
manufacture of camelback for passenger car use during that 
month, Retreads will be available for truck use. Camelback 
strip that forms the new tread when molded to 
the old tire. 


Glass Container Industry Committee Formed 


A glass container manufacturers industry advisory com- 
mittee of 20 members has been formed and its personnel 
was announced February 25 by the War Production Board. 
Douglas Kirk, acting chief of the Containers Branch, is gov- 
ernment presiding officer. 


nent 
fort 
ans 
aller 
to 
reen 
the 
eans 
reen 
ases Cans February 1 
rary, per case stocks 
Cases 
ship- Tell @ 186,210 
1,344,002 
1-0 No. 2 Cyl. (including all 307 cans from 505 to 513).... 24 508 601 
No. 3 Cyl. (ineluding all 404 cans from 615 to 708)... . 12 2,170,082 
31,181 
80,971 8,250,203 
52,491 
70,444 
10, 138 
79,662 
101, 160 
Pro- 
ry of 
can- 
| con- 
ses oF 
give 
ations 
» time 
8 
to the 
ry 21 
drews- 


6876 


INFORMATION 


LETTER 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot Shipments as Reported to the Agricultural Marketing 
Service by Common Carriers 


Supplies of green peas on the fresh market for the week 
ending February 21, 1942, were smaller than for the corre- 
sponding week in 1941, but supplies of snap and lima beans, 
tomatoes, and spinach were larger, according to the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Service, as evidenced by carlot shipments. 


Supplies of citrus fruits also were larger for the week 
ending February 21, 1942, than for the same period a year 
ago. 

The following table, compiled from statistics of AMS, gives 
detailed comparisons of carlot shipments on certain dates 
of selected vegetables and fruits: 


Week ending-- Reason total to— 
VRORTABLES 21, Feb. 21, Feb. 14, Feb. 21, Feb, 21, 

Beans, snap and li 21 2.162 2,123 

Green peas......... 180 155 isu 7380 

Others: 

Domestic, competing directly, 1,575 1,523 1,463 33,005 35,234 

FRUITS 
Citrus, domestic ... 4,257 4,288 4,267 70,586 75,641 
Others, domestic.............. 110 134 «40,084 47,285 


Navy Invites Bids on Canned Bacon 


Bids will be opened March 31 by the Bureau of Supplies 
and Accounts of the Navy Department on 415,000 pounds 
of canned bacon. The invitation calls for deliveries of 
specified quantities to different naval depots as follows: 
30,000 pounds, Bayonne, N. J.; 100,000 pounds, Sewall’s 
Point, Va.; 250,000 pounds, San Diego, Calif.; 35,000 pounds, 
Seattle, Wash. 


Blue Stamp Foods Designated for March 


Foods which will be nationally available during March 
with blue stamps have been announced by the Department of 
Agriculture as follows: 


Shell eggs, butter, fresh grapefruit, pears, apples, oranges, 
and fresh vegetables (including potatoes), corn meal, dried 
prunes, hominy (corn) grits,  & edible beans, wheat flour, 
enriched wheat flour, self-rising flour, enriched self-rising 
flour, and whole wheat (Graham) flour. 


USDA Divisions Consolidated Into 3 Groups 


Under an executive order issued by the President on Feb- 
ruary 23, the functions and personnel of 16 divisions of the 
Department of Agriculture were consolidated to form three 
new agencies within the Department. The three agencies 
thus formed and the former independent divisions comprising 
the new agencies are: 


(1) Agricultural Marketing Administration, composed of 
the Surplus Marketing Administration (including the Federal 
Surplus Commodities Corporation), Agricultural Marketing 
Service, and Commodity Eedienss Administration. 


(2) Agricultural Conservation and Adjustment Adminis- 
tration, composed of the Agricultural Adjustment Adminis- 


tration, Soil Conservation Service, Federal Crop Insurance 
Corporation, and the Sugar Division. 


(3) Agricultural Research Administration, com of 
the Bureaus of Animal Industry, Dairy Industry, Plant In. 
dustry, Agricultural Chemistry and Engineering, Entomology 
and Plant Quarantine, Home Economics, and the Office of 
Experiment Stations, and the Beltsville Research Center. 


The executive order also transferred the Agricultural Sta- 


tistics Division of AMS to the Bureau of Agriculture Eco- 
nomics. 


As a result of this reorganization, undertaken “to further 
the successful prosecution of the war through the better 
utilization of agricultural resources,” the Department now 
has 11 main divisions instead of 21. The consolidations had 
the effect of placing within single administrations, functions 
that the Secretary of Agriculture had grouped under adminis- 
trators several months ago. 


Stocks, Shipments of Canned Fresh Lima Beans 


Stocks of canned fresh lima beans on February 1, 1942 
were nearly a half a million cases less than on the same date 
a year ago and about a quarter of a million cases less than 
stocks on January 1, 1942, according to the Association's 
Division of Statistics. February 1, 1942 stocks amounted 
to 533,148 cases compared with 964,205 cases on February 
1, 1941 and 787,554 cases on January 1, 1942. 


The following table presents comparisons of stocks and 
shipments for specified periods: 


Btocks: Cases 
February 1, 1042— 


During January 1942.............. 254 406 
During January 1041....... (*) 
August 1, 1941 to February 1, 1942 1,876,111 
August 1, 1940 to February 1, 1941 yeueee (*) 
«Not available. 


Britain Increases Canned Meat Imports 


By closing a record contract with Brazil and the resump- 
tion of exports from Ireland, Great Britain has greatly in- 
creased her receipts of canned meat. The Brazilian deal 
contracts for sale to the British Government of 69,000 tons 
of canned beef, with prices approximately 26 per cent 
higher than those offered in 1941, according to the U. S. 
Department of Commerce. It constitutes the largest con- 
tract for exportation of canned meat Brazil has ever closed. 


Resumption in December of Irish exports of canned meats 
to the United Kingdom followed arrangements with the 
British Ministry of Food for the removal of a temporary 
ban which had been in existence for nearly four weeks. 
Shipment of about nine million 1-pound cans, mainly steak, 
was to have been completed during December, representing 
the output of about eight Irish factories. 
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Record 1941 Beet Pack Exceeds 644 Million Cases 


The 1941 pack of canned beets amounted to 6,428,630 
actual cases, the largest pack of record, according to the 
Association's Division of Statistics. This figure is almost 
double the previous record pack—that of 1940—which 
amounted to 3,254,316 actual cases. 


In 1941 the East packed 2,981,945 cases; the Mid-West, 
2,404,447 cases; and the West, 1,042,238 cases. 


Government Conducts Container Survey 


The Department of Commerce has undertaken a survey 
of container manufacture and use, at the request of the War 
Production Board, according to a joint announcement by 
the Department and the Board. 


The survey is designed to provide a complete picture of 
the situation for the information and guidance of WPB, 
other interested government agencies, the container in- 
dustries and the public. 


The survey will cover metal, glass, plastic and paper con- 
tainers, closures (caps, etc.), shipping cartons, wooden 
barrels, steel drums, wooden boxes, collapsible tubes and 
other containers in common use. 


Inquiries will be sent to some 3,000 container manufac- 
turers to obtain necessary information on packaging uses, raw 
materials, productive capacity and other important factors, 
as well as on products for which different types of containers 
are used and other pertinent facts. 


This project will be handled in WPB by the Division of 
Statistics and the Container Branch and in the Department 
of Commerce by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Com- 
merce and the Bureau of the Census. The Bureau of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce will handle all contacts 
with the industries involved. 

Information obtained in the survey will be used as the 
basis for deciding container policies, to determine the most 
efficient use of the materials that are available and to ease 
the problems arising from restrictive orders, such as the 
recent tin can order. One of the major reasons for the sur- 
vey is to determine how many shipping and consumer pack- 
ages can be retained without interfering with the war effort. 


EMERGENCY REPAIR RATING EXPLAINED 
(Concluded from page 6873) 


duction is not official. The reproduced form must also be 
of the same size as the official form,—8 inches by 11 inches. 


Rating A-10 Not Automatically Raised By Order P-115 


At the time Order P-115 was issued (February 11, 1942) 
rome canners had been issued ratings on PD-1 applications. 
ratings were for the most part A-10. Such ratings 

were not automatically raised by the issuance of P-115 to 
the A-3 rating authorized in Order P-115. If any canner 
is depending upon an A-10 rating for delivery of machinery 
or equipment he should ascertain from the manufacturer 
if the delivery date would be satisfactory. If not, the canner 
should apply on PD-285 for the A-3 authorized in P-115, 
provided the machine or equipment being purchased is cov- 
ered by the Order P-115. The reason for this is that 


canning machinery manufacturers and other suppliers of 
equipment to canners are now receiving orders with an A-3 
rating. This higher rating will in some instances delay 
deliveries on purchase orders carrying an A-10 rating pre- 
viously filed. 


Sectional and Commodity Association Officers 


Five sectional and commodity canners’ associations in 
recent elections named the following officers for 1942: 


Associated Pimiento Canners—President: T. A. Barrow, 
Monticello, Ga.; vice-president: Ennis Parker, Griffin, Ga.; 
secretary-treasurer: J. Logan Bloodworth, Haddock, Ga. 

National Kraut Packers Association—President: Alden C. 
Smith, Shiocton, Wisc.; vice-president: John M. Stroup, 
Phelps, N. Y.; secretary-treasurer: Roy Irons, Clyde, Ohio. 

New Jersey Canners Association—President: Daniel D. 
Conway, Hammonton, N. J.; vice-president: Oscar Hunt; 
secretary-treasurer: Newlin B. Watson. 

Ozark Canners Association—President: Chester R. Lloyd, 
Ozark, Ark.; vice-president: Pete Taylor, Trenton, Mo.; 
treasurer: Porter S. Lucas, Crane, Mo.; secretary: J. P. 
Harris, Prairie Grove, Ark. (All re-elected.) ‘ 

Tidewater Canners Association—President: H. D. Booker, 
Lottsburg, Va.; vice-president: A. R. Beane, Lancaster, Va.; 
secretary-treasurer: Robert A. Harris, Jr., Kinsale, Va. 


H. H. Hankins, Former N. C. A. Director, Dies 


Harry H. Hankins, president and general manager of Wil- 
liam H. Laning & Son Company, Bridgeton, N. J., died Feb- 
ruary 10 in a hospital there following an operation. Mr. 
Hankins served three years on the Board of Directors of the 
National Canners Association, following his election in 1924, 
and was one of the founders of the New Jersey Canners Asso- 
ciation. In addition to canning, he had wide business inter- 
ests in Bridgeton which embraced banking, utilities, insur- 
ance, real estate and building. 


Stanley Phelps, Wisconsin Canner, Dies 


Stanley P. Phelps, 35, manager and secretary of the River- 
view Canning Company and vice-president of the Markesan 
Canning Company, both Wisconsin firms, died at his Marke- 
san home, February 7. Mr. Phelps had been ill with pneu- 
monia for 16 days. 


Cc. B. Harter of California Dies 


C. B. Harter of the Harter Packing Co., Sacramento, 
Calif., died February 19 following an appendicitis operation 
one week earlier, He was one of the pioneers of both the 
canning and dried fruit industries in California having first 
associated himself with canning as a director and stockholder 
in the Smith-Frank Packing Co., of Sacramento. Mr. Harter 
was a member of the board of directors of the Canners 
League of California. 


Supplements on Raw Products Activities 


Supplements to this week's and last week's INFORMATION 
Lerrers containing recent information about research ac- 
tivities in the field of canning crops, their growth and con- 


1 of 
In 
logy —— ~~ 
e of 

‘ther 
etter 

now 

had 
tions 
7 
Pans 

1942 

date 

than 
tion's 
inted 
ruary 
and 
$1,631 
51,517 
a3, 148 
37 554 
(4,205 

(*) 
76,111 

| 

sump: 
deal 
) tons 

cent 

U. S. 
sed. 

meats 
rary 
weeks. 

steak, 
enting 


6878 


INFORMATION LETTER 


trol, have been issued. Last week's raw products supplement 
already has been mailed out to the membership. The supple- 
ment of this week is being mailed to accompany this issue of 
the Lerrer. 


War Posters for Canneries Still Available 


Requests have been received by S. G. Gorsline, Secretary 
of the Canning Machinery & Supplies Association, Battle 
Creek, Mich., for war posters to be placed in canneries. 
Mr. Gorsline reports that he still has on hand a sufficient 
supply to take care of any canner who requests them. 
All that is necessary is to write Mr. Gorsline at the above 
address and specify the number of posters desired. As 
described in the Inrormation Letter of February 14, 
these are the 19x28-inch posters displayed in the hotel 
corridors at the annual convention bearing the inscription 
“It was true in 1918 and it’s true again today—Food Will 
Win the War.” 


NATION’S STORAGE FACILITIES SURVEYED 


Census Bureau and AMS Report on Studies Made 
at Request of Defense Commission 


Results of surveys of the Nation's storage facilities were 
released recently by the Government. The Bureau of the 
Census issued statistics covering public-storage space as of 
July 1, 1941, and the Agricultural Marketing Service pre- 
sented a bulletin on refrigerated warehouse space as of June 
16, 1941, with comparisons. Both studies were undertaken 
at the request of the Transportation Division of the National 
Defense Advisory Commission. 


The Census survey states that: 


Reports received from 2,761 companies operating 5,140 
buildings for public-storage purposes indicate that on July 
1, 1941, the total occupiable or piling space for public stor- 
age was 148,473,000 square feet, of which 111,061,000 square 
feet, or 74.8 per cent, were occupied. The occupiable space 
for public storage of general merchandise was reported as 
105,479,000 square feet, of which 78,501,000 square feet, or 
74.4 per cent, were occupied. Public household-goods space 
was reported as 38,976,000 square feet, of which 29,789,000 
square feet, or 76.4 per cent, were occupied. Other space, 
including cold-storage space in buildings not engaged ex- 
clusively in cold-storage activity and other space specialized 
or restricted in use, was reported as 4,018,000 square feet, 
of which 2,771,000 square feet, or 69 per cent, were occupied. 
These figures represent areas for public storage only and 
do not include floor space leased by the warehouse com- 
panies to other organizations for private storage, manufac- 
turing, offices, showrooms, and the like. 

Private warehouses, merchandise brokers, transient-freight 
terminals, and exclusively cold-storage warehouses were not 
canvassed, and similarly buildings used solely for the storage 
of agricultural products have not been covered with the ex- 
ception of some cotton warehouses in important port cities. 
These warehouses are usually used for the storage of cotton 
but are suitable for the storage of general merchandise. 


The report includes detailed statistics for the United States 
which show tables of geographic divisions and for individual 
States. 


Charts, tables and maps also are used to present a break- 
down of refrigerated warehouse space in the AMS survey, 
of which important findings are the following: 


The gross space in all cold storage warehouses and meat- 

king plants on June 16, 1941, totaled 766,383,000 cubic 
sy Eienered with 1921, this is an expansion over the 
21-year period, for all types of plants, of nearly 223 million 
cubic feet, or an increase of 41 cent. This space is re- 
ported to be contained in 1,879 building units. The capaci 
trend has been generally upward during this entire period 
the major exceptions being the years 1 and 1935 when 
some iaodaaens of obsolete warehouse space occurred. 


Since the biennial survey of 1939, there has been a net 
increase in all types of plants of approximately 20 million 
cubic feet, or 2.7 per cent. By types of plants, the survey 
shows that since October, 1939, public cold storage warehouse 
space has increased by 20.4 million cubic feet; private ware- 
houses, including those doing some public warehousing busi- 
ness, increased by 9.9 million cubic feet; but space in meat- 

king plants, including those doing some public ware- 
m4 decreased by 10.3 million cubic feet. 


In addition to the refrigerated space of 766.4 million cubic 
feet shown in tables in the report, 22.7 million cubic 
feet of space was reported as being used exclusively for ice 
storage. About 13 million cubic feet of similar space in 
plants not now in use could be placed in usable condition 
immediately should the need arise. Most of this ice storage 
space—nearly 36 million cubic feet—could be used for food 
storage in an emergency. 


Wisconsin Cuts Field Meeting to Two Days 


The Wisconsin Canners’ and Fieldmen’s School, previously 
scheduled for March 18, 19 and 20, at Madison, will be held 
on March 19 and 20 only, according to an announcement by 
Secretary Marvin P. Verhulst of the Wisconsin Canners As- 
sociation. Sponsors of the school have decided to encompass 
the program in two days instead of three as originally 
planned. 


FURTHER INTERPRETATIONS OF TIN ORDER 
(Continued from page 6873) 


particular products concerned in 1940 and 1941. The prob- 
lem of providing equitable means for packing seasonal vege- 
tables that had been planted prior to the time the order was 
issued is also being considered. 


The War Production Board on February 25 granted per- 
mission to can manufacturers to deliver until May 31 cans 
for packing ham which were completely manufactured on 
or before February 11, the issue date of Tin Conservation 
Order M-81, and at the same time froze in canners’ hands 
stocks of ham to be packed pursuant to this permission. 
Similar permission was granted for beer and coffee cans. 


This permission, in the case of cans for ham, was granted 
to prevent spoilage under the policy reported in last week's 
Inrornmation Letter. Canners of whole, shaped, halved, 
quartered hams and “picnics” are required to make cer- 
tified reports to WPB of the number and size of all cans 
packed pursuant to this permission. 


WPB also granted permission to manufacturers to a 
semble cans whose component parts were completely cut 
or lithographed by February 11, but when these are sold and 
packed with ham, coffee, or beer, these stocks also must be 
held subject to disposition by the Director of Industry 
Operations. 
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